
curred only in association with malarial infection, and
in another they were worse under the same condition,
although they occurred also independently. In a third,
epilepsy developed during a second relapse of malarial
fever, the attacks recurring and the patient remaining
delirious after the malarial fever Avas cured. The pa¬
tients in the remaining three were addicted to the use
of alcohol, but this was considered merely a predisposing
factor in one case, and the exciting factor in the other
two, the malarial infection operating, however, as an

aggravating influence. It should be added that all of the
patients possessed a neuropathic predisposition.

MURDER AND SCIENCE.
A writer in the Catholic World for January, taking as

his text a pamphlet already noticed in The Journal,
makes a serious accusation against the medical profes-
sion. Under the caption "Murder in the Name of
Science," he repeats the suppressio veri and suggestio
falsi of the original with apparently no question as to its
entire reliability. The Journal has already shown the
malignant misrepresentation of the pamphlet in ques-
tion, as regards the one instance where it could be sure
of its identification of the article misquoted, and the
refutation need not be repeated here. It showed how un-
scrupulous the author was in his perversion of facts, and
what little reliance could be placed on the prejudiced
statements of the humane association of antivivisection-
ists. It is unfortunate, however, that it has found a

clerical believer to republish the libel in an influential
denominational religious journal, and thus impose
it still further on the credibility of the public. Physi-
cians do not need to be told that reckless experiments on
human subjects are universally condemned by the profes¬
sion, and are only rarely ventured on by its less scrupu¬
lous members even in Europe. Here, however, we find
the reverend gentleman repeating the calumny that it
is practiced at wholesale there, and his readers will prob¬
ably accept the statement implicitly. The two instances
in this country referred to are the one already explained
and another, hard to locate, as it represents the physi¬
cians of a hospital of one of our larger cities as inoculat¬
ing tAventy lepers with a still more loathsome and hor¬
rible disease. AVhat hospital in a large city in this coun¬
try could supply twenty lepers for such an experiment?
As regards Dr. Berkley's experiments with thyroids, it
is unfortunate that he made the slip of saying that
death is invariably caused by even a moderate adminis¬
tration of an agent which, though not harmless, is yet
not so actively toxic, and which has completely changed
for the better the prognosis of one of the most repulsive
forms of mental deficiency. That inaccuracy has been
the text of these misrepresentations, and the case

Avould probably never have been quoted without it.
It should be said here, in justice to Father Searles,
that he is evidently not an irrational antivivisectionist.
His article is, on the other hand, rather a plea for the
restriction of experiments to the lower animals ; it is not
the corpora vili he is concerned about, for he admits that
they are ours "for legitimate use of this kind." His
article gives no support for the antivivisectionists, but
it is in every way reprehensible as taking up and repeat¬
ing the slander sent out by them as a collateral aid in

their attack on the medical profession. If he had only
consulted his medical friends in whom he had confidence,
assuming of course that he must have had such, or those
Avhose character is such that neither he nor the general
public can do otherwise than accept their testimony, he
would have learned how unjustified and libelous is such
an attack on an honorable profession.

CLUB PRACTICE\p=m-\HOWSHALL WE MEET IT.
Our Canadian correspondent calls attention this week

to the action of the Medical Society of Victoria in refer-
ence to lodge practice. It seems that the rapid increase
of the various lodges and societies, whose main excuse
for existence is supplying physicians and medicine to
their members, has become so marked that some action
is necessary to prevent the profession being made a mere
tool of these societies. The action of the combined
bodies brings matters to a focus, and the fight will prob-
ably be to the finish. It is certainly to be hoped so, at
least. As if the free work now being done by the mem-
bers of the medical profession in hospitals, clinics, dis-
pensaries and among the deserving poor were not suffi-
cient, these societies are demanding the right to treat
physicians and their labor as commercial property to be
used as a society may dictate, and pay what they see fit.
This lodge business question is a growing one all over the
country, and it is time that we recognize it as a question
that will have to be met ere long. Whether they shall
be compelled to submit to terms dictated by these combi¬
nations depends on physicians themselves. If they are
contented to let matters take their course in this as they
have done, they will soon find a serious problem on their
hands. A transfer of the "Battle of the Clubs" to our
shores, even over the border, is not a desirable consum¬
mation, but in some form or other we will probably see
it come to pass. We have the advantage of the experi¬
ence of our brethren in Great Britain and elseAvhere, who
haA^e shown that where the medical profession shows a

combined front to the evil it will win the fight. At
present even we have a foretaste of what may come, not
merely in the way of lodge practice and benefit societies,
but also the attempted exploitation of our profession by
speculative promoters and syndicates that attempt to
control medical practice for their own ultimate profit.
There have been notices of several proposed organiza¬
tions that can hardly mean anything else than this. It
is not to be admitted that this is going to be a normal
phase of our social development, and as loyal to our pro¬
fessional brethren and to our own interests, we should
each and every one of us do what we can to nip the evil
in the bud. Mere individual action, however, will not be
sufficient ; what is needed is combined action and perfect
organization in this as well as in other efforts. The ques¬
tion is already before us in its beginnings, and it is none
too early to give the alarm.

OCCLUSION OF MESENTERIC VESSELS.
The difficulties in the way of an accurate diagnosis of

intra-abdominal morbid conditions are often many, and
sometimes insurmountable except through surgical inter-
vention and ocular inspection, but an approximate degree
of accuracy can often be reached from a careful consid-
eration of all of the features present in the individual
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